
NEW SPECIES DISCOVERED IN VANCOUVER, B.C.PRIVATE 

     Finally a living specimen of the notorious "Sasquatch" has been captured just of the coast of southwestern Canada.  This large ape-like creature has been a subject of popular debate and scientific skepticism for years, but no more!  It's discoverer, Dr. Uno Sebastian Abril, has named the species Pongo giganteus.  This puts the animal in the same genus as the Orangutan, an arboreal great ape inhabiting Borneo and Sumatra.  Remember "Right Turn Clyde" who co-starred with Clint Eastwood in "Every Which Way But Loose?"

   Well, evidently he's got a northern cousin, a larger, more robust ape with even more human-like qualities.

     Check out these statistics:  height  8 ft. 6 inches

                                  weight  570 lbs.  

                                  reach   69 inches

                            chest girth   75 inches

     With a thick coat of reddish brown hair, Sasquatch appears to have some language skills and tool making abilities.  According to Dr. Abril, he was captured on a small island in Kyuquot Sound on the west coast of Vancouver, also an island.  After repeated sightings by native fisherman, Dr. Abril and a team of anthropologists from Sitka University were able to capture a specimen using blood hounds, helicopters and drug-loaded syringe rifles.  Apparently other individuals are still living on the island as tracks, spoor and other signs are abundant.  The use of fire has not been mastered by this creature.  Nuts, berries, fish and other animals appear to make up the bulk of the Sasquatch diet.

     Since the creature was only captured 2 days ago, 4/1/2001, not much else is known concerning its habits, life history, etc.  This is one of the few new discoveries of a large mammalian species to occur this century but may prove to be the most important.  Biologists will have to determine through DNA analysis just how closely related to humans this neararctic primate really is.  Until then officials with the Canadian Wildlife Service are listing Pongo giganteus as a rare and endangered species and have temporarily limited access to the island and waters immediately surrounding it.

