
Just this past weekend I went fishing around the dikes at Tennemo, Tennessee.  Often these rock dikes, constructed and maintained by the Army Corps of Engineers, provide some excellent angling opportunities.  Built to keep the river from changing course and keep the main channel navigable, these rock dikes also provide unique aquatic habitats for many species.  Often the elevation discrepancy of water on the upper verses lower sides of these dikes causes rapids to form in what would otherwise be a very slow, silty, low energy environment.  This churning white-water provides a high oxygen content which supports many aquatic invertebrates, the basis of the food chain, hence, the reason for the good fishing.


On this particular outing, however, we didn’t fare so well.  Who knows why;  too hot, rising barometer, a North wind?  My friend did manage to land one 4lb. flathead catfish, and I only caught one fish myself.  The fish I caught was new to me.  In fact, I had to look it up the next day before I could identify it to species.  It turned out to be a Blue Sucker, Cycleptus elongatus, once a very common fish of the Mississippi Basin and Gulf Coastal drainages, but now common only in the Missouri river. This striking fish bears little resemblance to any other North American species.  Listed in many states as threatened, this member of the family Catostomidae is a close relative of the Buffalofishes, Redhorses, Carpsuckers, Hogsuckers and Chubsuckers.  Twenty-two species of Suckers occur in Tennessee alone, and most of them are considered fine table-fare, if you take the time to pick out their many intermuscular bones.  Of these, the Blue Sucker is reportedly the best!   I cannot attest to that, as I released the fish confident that its unique appearance would allow later identification.  If I catch another, however, I’ll definitely give it a try. [image: image1.jpg]
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